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Mayor’s Task Force on Youth Alcohol & Drug Use

Tuesday, April 14, 2009 – 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Northfield Community Resource Center


Members Present:  Pat Allen, Curt Benson, Kathy Cooper, Sharon Henry, Joan Janusz, Susan Sanderson, Kris Vohs
Members Absent: Ken Engstrom, Patty Gallivan, Mary Nelson
Guests:  Richard Cook (Rice County Sheriff), Bret Knutson, Judi Malecha, Ken Malecha, Lisa Malecha, Kris Matson, Zach Pruitt, Mark Taylor (Northfield Police Chief)
Members were welcomed to the meeting. Motion by Joan to approve the March 2009 minutes, seconded by Kathy.  Minutes were unanimously approved. 
Northfield Police Chief Mark Taylor and Rice County Sheriff Richard Cook
Chief Taylor and Sheriff Cook thanked the Task Force for inviting them to the meeting and for the work the Task Force has done.  They proceeded to address each of the questions posed by the Task Force:
· The economic downturn brings new challenges for law enforcement, including a rise in thefts.  They have also seen a number of internet-related crimes in the area.  

· So many of the law enforcement issues they deal with involve chemical use in some way.

· In light of looming budget cuts, they hope to be able to maintain the programs, initiatives, and levels of activity that they currently have.  They have submitted grants for stimulus money to help with staffing.

· Chief Taylor would like to have a canine in his unit.  He is also working to hire a Deputy Chief.
· Both agencies prefer to be proactive on these issues, as opposed to primarily reactive.

· The Rice County Drug Task Force has been very busy.  They are continuing to work on the heroin issues and are also seeing quite a bit of prescription drug abuse.  They made arrests recently of methamphetamine labs.

· Local law enforcement is committed to taking a leadership role on a prescription drug and over-the-counter medicine take-back program.  They hope to have a drug disposal box in the Northfield Safety Center (as well as in the Faribault Police Department) by fall.
· Chief Taylor shared a guest column he had submitted to the Northfield News on the Zero Alcohol Providers (ZAP) project.  He stressed that ZAP is a protocol.  Another ZAP training was recently held for new officers in the county.  Throughout the county, there is an effort to now track the number of parties that law enforcement breaks up.  Sheriff Cook estimated there had been roughly 50 underage drinking citations issued since January 1 across Rice County.
· Chief Taylor shared that the Northfield Police Department has been down one records person. This has made it harder to provide the police report information to the local newspaper, but he believes this will be resolved in the near future.
· Sheriff Cook and Chief Taylor both shared that they do not believe that giving a fine alone for underage drinking is a particularly effective consequence for minors.  Both believe diversion is a much more impactful option.
· Chief Taylor shared that he would like to have more than one liaison officer in the Northfield Public Schools.

· Chief Taylor estimated that the recommendations from the Safety Center Task Force would be brought to the City Council in mid-May.  He has had a St. Olaf intern working with him recently to put together a video, showing the current Safety Center.
2009 Budget Revision 

Zach shared a handout with the budget requests provided by each work group of the Task Force.  Task Force members were asked to review these further prior to the May meeting.  In addition, a couple of projects still need to provide budget estimates.  It is hoped that the revised budget can be discussed – and ultimately approved – in May.
Review of In-Service on City Boards and Commissions
Pat shared information that was gathered from this meeting, hosted by the City Clerk and the City Attorney.  Zach will ask for handouts to share with the rest of the Task Force.

Presentation to the City Council and Updates to the Council

The Task Force is scheduled to present to the City Council on Monday, April 20.  Mary and Sharon will give the presentation and will provide each council member with a copy of the Task Force’s “Report to the Community.”

Kris Vohs shared that the Mayor and City Council are requesting that each Board and Commission provide a very short written report/update each month to inform the Council and the community of their work.  These are to be turned in to the Mayor by the last Monday of the month.  The Leadership Team will produce these reports, with assistance from Zach.

Stakeholders Meeting with Liquor License Holders
City Clerk Deb Little requested that one or two representatives of the Task Force attend an upcoming meeting with local liquor license holders to hear their opinions about current city ordinances around liquor licensing.  In particular, the city is interested in examining the time window in which new employees have to get trained on how to avoid selling to minors, as well as the use of online trainings for these purposes.  Joan and Kathy volunteered to represent the Task Force at this meeting.
Other Notes
Ken thanked the Task Force for its ongoing work and applauded the group for the impact it is having.  It was noted that these are problems that involve work on multiple levels and with multiple sectors.  In addition to law enforcement, probation, the judges, and prosecutors all play significant parts in impacting these issues.
Motion by Kathy C. to adjourn, seconded by Sharon.  All approved.

Respectfully submitted by Zach Pruitt[image: image2.png]













