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Submitted by Joan Janusz & Susan Sanderson, Co-Chairs
Two members of the Mayor’s Task Force on Youth Alcohol & Drug Use – Mary Nelson and Sharon Henry – presented at a City Council meeting this month, updating the Council on the Task Force’s work and providing them with copies of the group’s “2009 Report to the Community.”

The Task Force is actively partnering with the Northfield Police Department, the Northfield Hospital, the Faribault Police Department, the Rice County Chemical Health Coalition, Rice County Public Health, the Rice County Sheriff’s Office, and a number of other community entities on the start of a prescription drug and over-the-counter medicine take-back initiative.  The hope is to have drop boxes in Northfield and Faribault by the fall where community members can bring unwanted medicines.  This will coincide with an extensive community education campaign about the importance of the safe use, storage, and disposal of these medicines. 
The Task Force partnered with the Northfield Public Schools and the State of Minnesota’s Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division to implement a Positive Community Norms campaign at the Northfield High School this school year.  The data-driven campaign helped to reinforce the positive choices that the majority of Northfield youth make in a number of areas, including choosing not to use drugs or alcohol.  The Task Force would like to offer its sincere thanks to Neuger Communications Group for their help with the design and implementation of the campaign.  The campaign will continue next school year at the middle and high school levels.
Members of the Task Force continue to lead a court monitoring program for cases involving adults providing alcohol to minors or cases involving the dealing of drugs.  Task Force members read Victim Impact Statements at three court sentencings this past month.
The Task Force is excited about the prospect of welcoming three additional members – Curt Benson, Judi Harper-Malecha, and Kristine Matson.  These community members have applied and are awaiting confirmation from the City Council.
For more information on the Task Force, visit www.mayorstaskforcenorthfield.org 
